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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 07538 080958Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 COME-OO 
EB-08 DOE-11 INT-05 OMB-01 OES-07 STR-07 TRSE-00 
ACDA-12 DOEE-OO /107W 

014371 081001Z/15 

O 080849Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6435 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 07538 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, PBOR, IS, EG, US 

SUBJECT: AMOCO EXPLORATION IN GULF OF SUEZ: INCIDENT 
INVOLVING AMOCO DRILLING RIG 

REF: (A) CAIRO 7378 (B) STATE 59041 (C) USDAO 
TEL AVIV0588 MAR. 78. 

1 . AMOCO REPORTED LATE MARCH 7 THAT SITUATION IN GULF OF 
SUEZ STILL UNCLEAR. RUBASH BELIEVES RIG 5 1 1 IS ON PLANNED 
DRILLING LOCATION BUT HE IS GETTING REPORTS THAT ISRAELI 
GUNBOATS ARE STILL PREVENTING WORK BOATS FROM LAYING 
ANCHORS. IN EFFORT GET FIRST HAND INFORMATION, RUBASH 
TOLD EMBOFF HE LEAVING FOR RAS SHUHAIR MORNING MARCH 8 
AND THAT HE INTENDS TO FLY IMMEDIATELY BY HELICOPTER TO 
RIG 511. HE SAID HE INTENDS TO TALK TO ISRAELI GUNBOAT 
CAPTAIN IN ATTEMPT TO SETTLE MATTER. AMOCO CONCERNED THAT 
NEITHER RIG NOR ANCHORS WILL PENETRATE ISRAELI CONTROLLED 
WATERS. HE PROMISED BRIEF US ON HIS RETURN TO CAIRO. 
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